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BRUCE’S
dmgﬁ?yfﬁé’

¢ Oil Changes
* Seasonal Tire Switch

« Air Conditioner Repair
« Steering & Suspension

* Tire Repair & Sales « Exhaust System Repair
* Wheel Balance & Rotation -« Starter & Alternator

» Wheel Alignment * Batteries

* Free Brake Inspection * Scheduled Maintenance
* Brake Replacement * Free Local Shuttle

905.640.7098

458 Service Road / brucesauto.ca

/ TUCASA HOME IMPROVEMENT
% Your Loeal Trusted Handyman
1 8.8 8.0 ¢

(416) 666 5558

dnsting tisnss,
Frank Cutrara
rcurem S

Exclusive Holiday Experiences

“"CUTRARA'S KITCHEN

As of January this year, Cutrara’s Kitchen celebrates its 20th year anniversary.
We'dlike to thank all businesses, friends and families that helped to support us
along the way. We’ve met many wonderful people celebrating many different
types of functions establishing many relationships along the way.

HANDYMAN SERVICES
HOME RENOVATIONS
KITCHEN & BATH REMODEL

FREE ESTIMATE | INSURED

We offer small exclusive groups from 8-18 people to participate or be guests in
a 4.course dinner. We offer a unique dining experience that’s rooted by several
factors: a cozy-comfortable home setting, adventurous food flavours and tex-
turesand apersonalized humaninteraction with your guests. Add music, gentle
lighting, candles and a fireplace and Voila, you have Magic...

Visit our website fcutrara.com to view menus, the food, the home, and pricing.
To connect us. frank@fcutrara.com/ 647-642-9074.
We'd love to have you! Frank Cutrara.

CARING FOR THE ELDERLY FOR OVER 10 YEARS
! | 5 4.9 4 7 DAYS A WEEK - 24 HOURS A DAY - 365 DAYS A YEAR

¥ OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

« Bathing & Grooming
« Oral Hygiene

« Mobility Assistance
« Transferring & Positioning
« Feeding & Special Diet

« Meal Prep & Cleanup

» Incontinence Care

« Light Housekeeping

« Medication Reminders

« Laundry & Linen

« Transportation & Errands
« Conversation & Friendship
...and more

CALL US TODAY:
905.640.2950

FOR YOUR FREE ASSESSMENT

info@welcomehomecare.ca

Council Corner is located on Pg. 30 this month

2023 PORTRAITS OF GIVING

Portraitsof Giving (POG) is committed to celebrating York Region
leaders and individuals who demonstrate social responsibility. As
the name suggests, POG is about giving, through leadership and
inspiration. POG celebrates awarded honoureesthrough acommu-
nity tourin eachrespective town with areception and photographic
exhibit to capture the individual with a personalized portrait and
story of the recipient’s philanthropic giving.

POG is an initiative of Karen Merk, of Merk Photography. Karen
isan Accredited Professional Photographer of Canada. 2023 marks
POG's14th year of celebrating and raising awareness of giving. The
two descriptive portraits below are excerpts regarding honourees
from Whitchurch-Stouffville. Full portraits can be seen and read
at: merkphotography.com/portraits-of-giving.

SHANIA AND ANYA BHOPA
Young Adult Honourees [written by Sheri Andrunyk, ICPublishing.ca]

Photographed above, sisters Shania and Anya Bhopa founded
the nonprofit organization, Canadian Courage Project (CCP). The
CCPstrivesto promote the health of at-risk youth with animal com-
panions across the Greater Toronto Area. Shaniaisacurrent Ph.D.
student in Global Health, and Anya is an animal sciences student.
Together they have built and inspired a team of volunteers and
employees to deliver empowering workshops at youth shelters and
libraries, set up educational animal service booths, and assemble
wellness kits to support youths and their pets. The CCP is a recent
recipient of the Queens Jubilee Community Impact Medal and the
Aerie Real Changemaker Grant.

Their most memorable experiences have been facilitating shelter
workshopswithyouth and animal companions; seeing the tremen-
douseffect and the cooperative action that is fostered through their
efforts is like no other. Their motto is that no child’s health should
be left up to chance, and everyone deserves to have an animal com-
panion by their side to optimize their well-being. Shania and Anya
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Shania and Anya Bhopa (above) and Susan Tucker (on cover) are Portraits of Giving

honourees from Whitchurch-Stouffville [photos by Karen Merk, Merk Photography]

say they wouldn't be living this purposeful life without the support
of their own animal companions who have enhanced their mental
health in so many ways and shaped the way they see the world.

The CCP started in the spirit of collective action after the pandem-
ic. It was a long-time goal for Anya and Shania, and they’re amazed
they got to build a team, scale to the level they have so far, and still
continue to partner with shelters in the area weekly. They are so
grateful for the support and kindness of their wonderful town of
Stouftville and its community for prioritizing the health of youth
and animal companions across Ontario.

SUSAN TUCKER
Stouffville Honouree [written by Sheri Andrunyk, ICPublishing.ca]

Susan Tucker moved to Stouffville with her husband John in
1991. Together they have three daughters, all born and raised there.
Susan hasbeen volunteering and helping othersforaslong as she can
recall. She says that it’s just in her, it’s what she does.

For well over 30 years, Susan has been contributing in a myriad
of ways, always quietly and behind the scenes. However, three high-
er-profile public projects have put Susan alittle more in the forefront
lately. These ventures include the Adopt-a-Senior campaign, the
Stouffville (Clock Tower) Poppy Project, and the Stouffville Market.

Susan has run a large community Facebook group for the town
called the Stouffville Bulletin. It’s for all things community-related
such as news, events, announcements, happenings, help needed,
help offered, and so on. Reflecting on the last few years and some
of the good she saw evolve out of difficult times, it truly warmed her
heart when she would witness someone post in the group that they
had something to offer to those in need.

There have been so many memorable momentsin Susan’sjourney,
big and small, but mostlyit’s the smile and the thankyous that stand
out and have real meaning for her. She will always do what she does
regardless of any acknowledgment.



|Z| ON THE ROAD 2023 HOLIDAY EDITION

Remembrance
& CHARITABLE ENDEAVORS

Clock Tower Poppy Project

Contributed by Susan Tucker

The Clock Tower Poppy project of 2022 was a
magnificent and moving display of what we can do
when acommunity comes together. The Stouffville
Clock Tower (officially named the Percy Memorial
Clock Tower) in the centre of town was covered in
poppies, all hand made by volunteers in the town
and even from outside of our town borders.

The project is meant to raise awareness for our
legion, to start conversations and continue conver-
sations of the meaning behind Remembrance Day,
and all that we have to be thankful for, what we need
to appreciate, all because of the sacrifices made by
thousands of Canadian soldiers so many years ago.
As time passes, we lose more and more veterans,
and with them go memories and stories. Stories of
war, of heroes, of sacrifices, of the horrors seen and
experienced.

These are all things that must not be forgotten.
Sadly, we continue to hear about wars around the
world. The life we lead in Canada, the advantages
we have are all thanks to those that made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in order to save our country in war
time. We must all continue to educate our chil-
dren and honour and recognize the importance of
Remembrance Day, it is not just a day off for govt
employees, itisadaytothink, tothankveteransand
current military members.

There are poppies available for anyone who
wishes to, to attach to the designated section of
netting. Everyone is welcome to come by and pay
their respects, reflect and remember, and attach
poppies. I look forward to seeing how quickly it
gets filled with poppies from those coming to hon-
our our fallen heroes. The display will be available
from November 1-12, please come by and see it, it
truly is wonderful.

I thank the the many volunteers for the making
of thousands of poppies, everyone that came out
to help tie the poppies to the display netting, the
students who created the artwork that is adorning
several downtown store fronts, the store front dec-
orators and the businesses that have allowed us to
use their windows for the poppy displays. Thank
you to the Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville for the
support, and allowing the use of the clock tower,
and to the staff involved that a hand in any way to
make this happen.

A e e

Stouffville Services )

of Remembrance Legto\n@
Sunday, November 5
Stouftville Cemetery (12118 Tenth Line)
Ceremony starts at 1pm

Saturday, November 11

Remembrance Day Ceremony at 10:55am
Stouffville Legion Branch 459 (150 Mostar)
Followed by a light lunch in the Branch

Meet The Legion: Remembrance

Everyyearthe Royal Canadian Legion acknowl-
edges the end of conflicts (it does not commemo-
rate the start of conflicts). On November 11, the
Legion recognizes all of Canada’s Veterans, serv-
ing and retired, and commemorates the Fallen.
From November 4-11, the Library will have a dis-
play available to commemorate the Stouffville
sons and daughters lost due to conflict. On
November 4, Saturday, 10am-2pm, members of
the Stouffville Legion will be on site to answer
any questions that you might have about the act
of remembrance.

Christmas Shoe Boxes

The Stouftville Memorial Christian Church
has begun the annual Christmas Shoe Box drive
to fill as many shoe boxes as they can with all
manner of items that children can use and have
fun with. Each year Samaritan’s Purse ships
tens of thousands of filled boxes to underprivi-
leged children around the world for Christmas.
More information can be found on their website,
samaritanspurse.ca.

The church invites all who wish to participate
in this worthy project email them at stouffvil-
lechristianchurch@gmail.com or give call at
416-803-6253.

Adopt-A-Senior is Back for 4th Year
This project started during the height of the
pandemic when we saw the valued senior mem-
bers of our community - family, friends, neigh-
bours-locked down in their homes. In buildings
that are dedicated senior residences, our elders
were restricted to their rooms, unable to see
anyone, go to meals, have any visitors, or leave
the building. The restrictions placed on all of us
were of course required, and were hard on every-
one, but especially hard on seniors.
Theloneliness and sense of abandonment they
felt was truly saddening. This event was a way
to show them that they were not forgotten, that
while we went on with our lives chasing kids and
taking care of our familiesin our own households,
we still cared and wanted to help, and to bring
smiles to them during the Christmas season.
InDecember 2020, we created and distributed
150 gift bags to these seniors who have given us

so much. In December 2021 and 2022 we did
250. Theneedisthere, the supportisthere,and
thistownisfull of wonderful caring neighbours
who have donated and volunteered for the past
3 years, I know this event can continue grow-
ing. If youd like to donate, help, volunteer, or
be involved, please contact:
whitchurchstouftvilleseniors@gmail.com.

Lions: Toy & Coat Drive
and Christmas Tree Sale

The Lions Annual Toy Drive we will be accept-
ing donations of new unwrapped toys this year
at the Fire Department both on Weldon Rd. in
Ballantrae on Hwy 48, and at the Town Office
at111 Sandiford in the lobby from December 1st
to Wednesday, December 20th, 2023. All toys
donated stay within Whitchurch-Stouffville
forlocal families in need. Applications for fam-
ilies in need will be available via our Facebook
page and our website stouffvillelions.ca by
Wednesday, November 29.

Coats for Kidsis an ongoing collection of new
and clean gently used coats, boots, mits, hats,
scarves, snow pants and snowsuits for all ages
that are available for ANYONE free of charge.
Stouffville Lion's support this project with the
collection at Stouffville Honda again this year
from Oct 17 - Dec 30. Stouffville Honda is also
offering families in need without transpor-
tation shuttle service Saturday's to and from
the Newmarket Coats for Kids Depot. Email
stouffvillelions@gmail.com to reserve a shuttle
appointment.

Residents have created a family tradition of
coming to the Stouffville Lions Tree Lot with
kids and parents in tow to debate which tree is
thebest for their home and shared many smiles,
stories and laughs along the way. The tree lot is
located at Canadian Tire’s parking lot.

Stouvella Virtual Market

Stouvella will once again open its virtual
doors on November 1st. This is an online mar-
ketplace for local residents to sell their hand-
crafted and artisan products to eager buyers
looking for the perfect gift for the Christmas
season. Once you join the group you will have
access to buyers and sellers and can shop to
your heart’s delight!

All transactions are done directly with each
vendor to make it fast and easy for everyone.
If you're a vendor, feel free to make and post
an album of your goods, buyers will contact
you directly. Everyone, please make sure you
know where and how to access your Messenger
message requests. Happy shopping! www.face-
book.com/groups/stouvella
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RICHARDSON

LODGE

A Salute to Parkview
Home Front Line Workers

Contributed by Ken Prentice

On Saturday, Nov 25 at 6pm the doors
swing open to a Gala Dinner and music
from 7 piece Metro Big Band Orchestra.
This event, hosted by Richardson Lodge,
Stouffville will be happening in the beauti-
ful setting of Oakview Terrace, Leslie Street
north of Gormley. The evening includes
dinner, prizes, lucky draws, and Big Band
Dancing.

Past Master and committee member Ken
Prentice explains, "Our Lodge wanted to
offer aheartfelt thank you to those folks who
worked very hard during the COVID ordeal in our local Parkview
Home. Wewerealso certain that the broader Stouffville Community
wanted to say thanks as well." Several of these Frontliners along
with their companions will be treated to this evening out. The
event has been postponed from 2 prior planned events owing to
recurring COVID issues but now it is full steam ahead.

Richardson Lodge was formed in 1860, originally in the upper
room of a livery stable in the community of Cashel (Elgin Mills
& Kennedy Road). After several interim meeting locations in
Stouffville, they settled in 1955 in their present-day Temple at 279
Second Street, Stouffville at Ninth Line.

According to Richardson’s incoming Master, Dennis Linis, "Our
goal in Masonry is to take good men and make them better. Just
as our early initiates were seeking opportunities for fellowship,
charity, and education that still remains. Today Richardson Lodge

is reflective of the present Stouffville community with members
from various faiths and backgrounds working to be better people
and stronger community members and for sure the world can do
with more of that."

ThroughtheyearsRichardson Lodge hasbeeninvolvedin several
activities ranging from Blood Donor clinics, Strawberry Festival,
Santa Claus Parade, and through their affiliation as Shriners they
have helped raise funds for the Shriners Hospitalin Montreal. As for
the suggestion that Masons have secrets, Richardson’s Master Nitin
Pande explains, "There are no secretsin Masonry, except of course,
that everyone knows a Mason - you just don’t know that they are a
Mason... that’s the secret!"

For further information about the Gala and Richardson Lodge
contact: Lodge Officer Curtis Potter at RL136GRC@gmail.com or
416-272-8135.

RICHARDSON LODGE NO.136 OF STOUFFVILLE PRESENTS
A Salute to the Frontline Workers of Parkview Home

An unforgettable evening dedicated to expressing our heartfelt appreciation for the unwavering
commitment of the Frontline Workers of Parkview Home
with the exquisite auditory offerings from the Metro Big Band

GALA NIGHT

Saturday, November 26, 2023

Oakview Terrace,13256 Leslie Street
Doors Open & Cocktails: 5:30pm, Dinner: 7:00pm, Dance & Mingle: 9:00pm

Dress Code Semi-Formal
Ticket Price $125 pp or $235 for two or Table of 8 for $925 Advance Tickets only, on sale until November 10

Contact: Curtis Potter at RL136GRC@gmail.com or 416-272-8135
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Unique lenses for your individual
needs.

A PCRSONALIZED OPTICS

From our award-winning highly-
rated optical.

6085 Main Street, Stouffville

y

www.stouffvilleoptometry.com

\

(905) 642-3937
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Get the right legal advice and assistance close to home.

BORLAK Low Office

® Business Lawyers

* Corporate
¢ Commercial ) -

e Real Estate | v _.__

* Wills and Estates
* Powers of Attorney

Steve Borlak Jesse Borlak
Lawyer Lawyer

steve@borlak.ca jesse@borlak.ca

Borlak
Law

Office

ey
gL

6372 Main Street, Stouffville
(905) 642-6661 « www.borlak.ca

BORLAK

5-5402 MAIN ST. STOUFFVILLE

CALL US 905-591-5402
FAX 905-591-5403

Visit us. WWw.weFllalusEhurmocy‘cu
p

Compounding

harmacy

Email: info@wellpluspharmacy.ca

- All your regular and over the counter medication needs including
natural supplement.

- Compression Stocking, Home Healthcare and Ostomy Supplies

- All your compounding services: HRT, BHRT, pain, pediatric,
dermatological, cosmetic compounding, etc.

ENJOY EVERYDAY, 15% SENIORS DIscoyn g, FREE LOCAL DELJVERY

WE ACCEPT ALL INSURANCE PLANS
WE TRANSFER ALL PRESCRIPTIONS EASILY
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LIVINGSTONE

Ask us about our
special move-in
incentive!

FIRE PROTECTION Q:
o lon i —— 5 week intro special
. for over 35 years i
« Fire Alarm Systems Y/ for only { W >
f] i ‘B o

« Fire Extinguishers H:ﬁl{rgg:;f:ed $ % P

« Sprinkler Systems

Limited class sizes

« Emergency Lightin
& yHg & A variety of
« Inspections programs and
training levels to
« Verifications choose from

« Installations

« 24 Hour Service

= stouffville ~ 905-640-6082

905-591-2201

. . y rk Dance Newmarket ~ 905-836-4939
www.livingstonefire.ca Academy Aurora Studio - 9057261241
www.yorkdance.com / info@yorkdance.com

Turack Raguseo
Lesti Gilliatt Lip

Sspebileaicd Happy Hohdays

from Stouffoille Creek Retirement Residence

May your season be filled with warmth, love, and good cheer.

Book your personal tour: Call (905) 642-2902

HERE TO SERVE YOUR COMMUNITY WITH THE

FOLLOWING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES: STOUFFVILLE CREEK

- ) »
' Persm?al & Cor.pomte lax Pr.epzzmtzon Accoun'tmg é“.Audz.tmg I T REM IR T o
Business Advisory Services & Valuations ® Estate Planning * Financial Forecasts

6335 Main Street, Stouffville - 905-640-1991 . Fax 905-640-1998 Visit our residence at 40 Freel Lane, Stouffville, ON
email: info@turack.ca - www.turack.ca or online at StouffvilleCreekRetirement.com
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Local Community Health Clinic

GEARS UP FOR FLU SEASON

By Ronald Ma, EYRND OHT

-

Health
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COMMIUNITY

STORA
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Team members from Oak Valley Health and Well Plus Compounding Pharmacy at the Community Health Clinic

Oak Valley Health, in partnership with the Eastern York Region
North Durham Ontario Health Team (EYRND OHT) and Well Plus
Compounding Pharmacy, has opened the Community Health
Clinic (CHC) to provide the residents of Stouffville and surround-
ing areas access to services for all patients six months of age and
up.

Led by nurse practitioners, the CHC offers rapid access to
providers who specialize in paediatric care. The CHC is appoint-
ment-based and offer both same and next day appointments.
Patients will be able to access in-person booked appointments
with follow-up care provided when considered necessary and
appropriate.

Carol Hotchkiss, Stouffville resident and Unit Secretary at the
CHCsays, “Itakegreat pridein beingan employeeat the Community
Health Clinic that provides accessible and timely patient-focused
care to the community of Stouffville and surrounding area. It is

nice to hearthe positive feedback from patients when I speak with
them.”

The Community Health Clinic is located inside the Well Plus
Compounding Pharmacy at 5402 Main St. The clinic is open
Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Appointments can be
booked online at: oakvalleyhealth.ca.

Feeling under the weather and don’t want to visit an in-person
clinic? You can now access care from the comfort of your own
home! In collaboration with Ontario Health, the EYRND OHT, and
Oak Valley Health, the Central Region Virtual Urgent Care Clinic
(VUCC)isalsoavailable tocommunity members. Thevirtual clinic
is the perfect option for those who need timely access to care for
conditions that can be address virtually. The clinic is open daily
from 1 p.m. to 9 p.m. and is available to everyone, whether you
have a family doctor or not. You can book a virtual appointment
at oakvalleyhealth.ca.

Give a bear to show you care with '‘Bear Necessities'

Making a patient’s hospital stay a little more ‘bearable’ is just a
bear hug away. Markham Stouffville Hospital (MSH) Foundation
haverelaunched the Bear Necessities program after the COVID-19
pandemic sent the fundraising initiative into hibernation.

Created in 2016 to provide added comfort to patients of all ages
at Oak Valley Health’s Markham Stouffville Hospital, the Bear
Necessities program began by offering cuddly teddy bearsto those
who needed their spirits lifted. In 2018, the program expanded to
include soft sleep sacks for newborns and plush blankets to keep
patients warm and comfortable.

When you give a ‘bear hug’, you are supporting critical, life-sav-
ing equipment and bringing comfort to those who need it at MSH.
Anyone who receives a ‘bear hug’ is reminded that they are not
alone and that the talented hospital team has the tools they need
to ensure excellent patient care, close to home.

“Participation in the Bear Necessities program showcases how
generous our community is,” says Marina von Engelbrechten,
Director, Community Giving, MSH Foundation. “By sending a
teddy bear, sleep sack, or blanket, our community is caring for
one another, no matter the age, while supporting a great cause.
Whether you are a child in the paediatric clinic or elderly patient
in palliative care, knowing someone is thinking of you brings our
community closer together.”

Y
A
‘\\\\\\““':}&‘{

&‘“\'\ A

"""\!—v‘v“' -

Grateful patient, John Harrison, has supported the Bear
Necessities program every year since the beginning. “It wasawin-
win situation,” says Harrison. “A patient gets something in their
time of need and the funds support the hospital toimprove patient
care.” Harrison donates each yearto purchase asmanybearstobe
gifted to MSH patients knowing it provides comfort during their
time at the hospital.

Bear Necessities are not only available for patients through a
donation, they can also be purchased as gifts for loved ones for any
special occasion. As the cold weather arrives and the holiday sea-
son is fast approaching, what better gift is there to give than the
gift of warmth and support.

This Giving Tuesday, November 28, when you give a gift of
comfort and joy, you will help deliver 1,900 bear hugs in 24 hours.
For every Bear Necessity purchased by a community member, a
SECOND patientat MSH will alsoreceive abear hug. Thisisthanks
to the incredible generosity of Shahan and Aida Giiler who will
match donations of up to $50,000.

Visit www.lifesavinggifts.ca to purchase a Bear Necessity and
double your impact thanks to Shahan and Aida Giiler’s pledge to
match donations this Giving Tuesday, November 28.

Bear hugs are putting smiles on patients’ faces at Markham Stouffville Hospital

——




Thank you, Whitchurch-Stouffville
for supporting your community’s health!

This summer, Mayor of Whitchurch-Stouffville, lain Lovatt, council and staff
arranged three amazing events in support of Oak Valley Health’s Markham Stouffville
Hospital (MSH); The Stouffville Main Street 5k, All Night Lawn and Mayor Lovatt’s
Charity Golf Classic collectively raising over $425,000 to benefit MSH.
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Together we are bringing a lifetime of care closer to home!

Markham Stouffville
Hospital

This moment is brought to you by Mathnasium

StoufwaIeDenture

\ CLIN

Your Full Service Denture Clinic

* New Dentures
» Sameday Relines and Repairs
* Implant Supported Dentures
» Complimentary Consultation
* Home Visits Available _ _ _
When your child continues to develop their math
skills, you can rest easy knowing they’re on track for

a successful school year. The Mathnasium Method™
is proven to improve grades and help kids catch up

%O 905-642_4867 v gel\tlla:::iasium of Stouffville

647-987-(MATH) 6284

] stouffville@mathnasium.ca
1-20 Freel Lane, StOUffVI”e, ON L4A 8B9 30 Innovator Avenue - Unit 8

stouffvilledentureclinic.com T —————

www.mathnasium.ca/stouffville

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN STOUFFVILLE

MenTp “smsns

MALE VOICE CHOIR

present

A Christmas Celebration of Song

Music Directors: Heather Williams and Jonathan Liebich

Saturday, December 16, 2023 — 2:00 pm and 7:30 pm
Christ Church Anglican, 254 Sunset Bluvd., Stouffville

Tickers: Adults $25 Youths 12-16 $10 Ch||dren qnder12 Free:

, "ONSALEAT .
CardsAppllances 6392 Main Street | BarthaurJewellers, 5758 Main Street

‘“T ' Candlelight and Memories, 61958 Main Street
(DN QUR WEBSITE menofnote com | BY PHONE 4% 509 5249 | or AT THE DOOR
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. Stouffville Celebrates

Proudly Presented by

P Green
Infrastructure
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A Medal and Memories:
Softball Star Played for
Canada at Pan Ams

in Colombia

By Jim Mason

Akidwhogrewupontheballdiamondsandhockeyrinks
of Stouffville was a member of the Canadian U18 national
team that won bronze at the 2023 WBSC Americas Pan
American softball championship in Sincelejo, Colombia
in September.

The Canadians went 4-2, defeating Argentina 1-0 in
extra innings in the third-place game. With that finish,
Brad Barker could represent Canada at a World Cup event
in Mexico this month.

But his other favourite sport would get in the way. Two-
sportBrad also plays forward for the Toronto Patriotsofthe
Ontario Junior Hockey League. The resident of Goodwood,
isathree-year veteran in the southern Ontario Jr. A loop.

“I just can’t miss three weeks of hockey,” Barker told
OTR. The Pan American Championship featured six
teams - the other countries were Colombia, Peru, the
United States and Venezuela. The top four earned a spot
at the 2023 WBSC U18 Men’s Softball World Cup Nov. 11-19
in Hermosillo, Mexico.

Barker pitched against the U.S. and had some key hits
for the national team. But some of his memories from the
Southern American trip aren’t sport-related. “A once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity,” the Stouffville District Secondary
School graduate told OTR. “We saw a lot of Colombia and
it was pretty eye-opening to realize just how privileged we
are up here.”

The Canadians were surprised to see water served up in
bags to help them deal with the stifling heat and humidi-
ty. There was no shortage of quality food for the visitors,
including “amazing steaks and chicken.”

Barker was named to the national team during a busy
week in mid-August. The 19-year-old shuttled - it’s a five-
hour round trip - between junior A hockey training camp
in Toronto and the U20 Men’s Canadian Championship
softball tournament in Napanee.

The 6-foot-2, 205-pound Barker played for the host
team who won the national title with a 2-0 win over the
Tavistock Athletics, from near Stratford. Napanee went 8-1
at the eight-team, six-day tournament.

“After that final catch was made in that championship
game, we were celebrating with the medals and taking
pictures,” Barker said. “The CEO of Softball Canada came
over to me, shook my hand and mentioned that he needed
my passport. It was a pretty cool moment. It was like two
winsin one day.”

It wasBarker’sfirst national championship. The Pan-Am

Brad Barker played for Canada at the 2023 WBSC Americas Pan American
softball championship in Sincelejo, Colombia in September.
[photo courtesy of OJHL Images]

tournament in Colombia marked his debut playing for Canada.

“First thing,  hugged my mom, who was crying, and my dad,” he
said. “It was a special moment. All that work we put in. They did so
much forme.” Hehad additional special praise for Ed Matthews and
his father, Kelly, who began coaching him in softball at the age of 5
at the house league level.

The Matthews tandem coached Barker through his select and
rep days in Stouffville, and with a team in Port Perry in 2022. Ed
was on the gold-medal staff in Napanee this summer.

Barker alsothanked Randy Smith of BodySmith Internationalin
Gormley, where he has worked out for the past seven years. Barker
eventually hopes to play men’s softball at its highest level, in the
International Softball Congress, where players are paid. He’s work-
ing out with one of the ISC clubs, the Toronto Batmen, but plans to
return to the U20 division next summer.

A Spectacular
Holiday Series

The Town’s Events team is getting ready to light up our Town
and get everyoneinto the festive spirit aswe head into December.
The Stouffville Celebrates Holiday Series includes 5 seasonal
events: Halloween on Main, Light up the Village, Stouffville
Holiday Market, Stouffville Santa Claus Parade and the New
Year’s Eve Fireworks to end off the year with a bang!

Light Up the Village takes place on Thursday, November
23rd from 5:00pm-9:00pm. Come see our Historic Main Street
decked out inits Holiday best as this event ushersin the holiday
spirit with festive light displays, ice sculptures, holiday treats,
music, roaming entertainment, and our Annual Tree Lighting
Ceremony. The stores, businesses, and restaurants welcome
you to start your holiday shopping and explore the Village of
Stouffville with cheerfully decorated storefronts, and share a
bite to eat or drink with friends and family - ‘Tis the season!
The Tree Lighting Ceremony will begin at 6:30pm in front of the
Clock Tower on Main Street. To learn more about Light Up the
Village, visit townofws.ca/lightupthevillage.

Directly following Light Up the Village is our award-winning
Stouffville Holiday Market which takes place in Memorial Park
on Friday November 24th from 5:00pm-9:00pm and Saturday
November 25th from 12:00pm-9:00pm. Stop by during operat-
ing hours to enjoy a free carousel ride, horse and carriage rides,
pictureswith Santa, holiday trainrides, variouslight activations,
and the local artisan vendor marketplace.

This year’s Holiday Market will be packed with lots of amaz-
ing music. Sofia Camara will set the stage as she opens for the
event’sheadline performer on Saturday night: Tyler Shaw! Tyler
ismaking hisway across Ontario on his Christmas Tour and has
included Stouffville on hislist! To topit all off, Saturday evening’s
performances will be hosted by the amazing Jax Irwin. Check
outthe mainstage on Fridaytojoin the Motown Boys as they sing
your holiday favourites! Live music continues on Saturday with
the Candy Cane Carolers, Evan Farrel, and Alessia Cohle.

The Events team is thrilled to once again be partnering with
Latcham Art Centre’s Beyond Craft during the Holiday Market!
Don't forget to visit 19 on the Park to see artisanal vendors and
artists. Beyond Craft runs from November 23rd to 26th.

To learn more about Stouffville’s Holiday Market, visit
townofws.ca/holidaymarket. For more info on Beyond Craft,
visit latchamartcentre.ca/our-events.

We can’t wait to see you over the holidays and share the magic
of the season with you!
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Holiday
Activities

Oct. 20 - Dec. 8

Exhibition: Continuous Memory

Latcham Art Centre, 2 Park Dr.

Max Lupo and José Andrés Mora explore the power and play-
fulness of words using technology. This two-person exhibition
askswhatisrequired to give meaning tolanguage, and how that
meaning can change as we experience words from different per-
spectives. See latchamartcentre.ca for more.

Friday & Satruday, Nov. 3-4

Stouffville's Christmas Home Tour

The Marketplace, 13414 Highway 48

Every year, the Stouffville Christmas Home Tour takes place in
early November, kicking off the holiday season. Local designers
and florists team up with homeowners throughout Stouffville to
decorate their homesfor the holidays. Guests are welcomed into
the homes to view the decor, ask questions and get inspired. A
Christmasmarketplace runsall weekend and the annual Friday
night cocktail party is not to be missed. This is an Adult only
event. Purchasetickets online at: stouffvillechristmashometour.ca.

Wednesday, Nov. 8

Family Paint Night

Latcham Art Centre, 2 Park Dr.

(Ages 7+) Our Van Gogh inspired Family Paint Night is a perfect
opportunity for families to come together and enjoy a fun and
creative activity that celebrates the beauty of nature. Come join
us in our amazing studio where families can bond and create
wonderful memories in a relaxing environment while unleash-
ing their creativity! No experience is required. Each ticket
comes with all materials ready for acrylic painting. Register at
latchamartcentre.ca/programs. 7:00-8:30pm.

Thursday, Nov. 9

Annual Customer Appreciation Night
Redefined Finds, 6258 Main St.

Start the holiday season offright by joining us here at Redefined
Finds for our annual customer appreciation night. We will have
food, Slabtown Cider samples, door prizes, and more! 5-8pm.

Thursday, Nov. 9

Let's Paint "Crystal Flake"

Cornerhouse on Main, 6403 Main St.

Enjoy a creative night out and learn to paint your own unique
snowflake with Brittany! Project is guided and beginner friend-
ly. Visit brittanylauren.ca/letspaint for details and registration.
6:30-8:30pm.

Saturday, Nov. 11

Diwali Storytime

Whitchurch-Stouffville Public Library, 2 Park Dr.

Join usfor a Diwali-themed storytime and learn more about this
beautiful, light-filled festival! All ages, Free. Location: Children’s
Area. 10:15-10:45am.

Sunday, Nov. 12
From Ideas to Impact

A 'How-to' Social Media Workshop

Casa Code, 200 Mostar St, A115

For all Business owners how arelooking to build more consisten-
cy with their social media presence, including: Discover how to
to capitalize your business; How to use Al for social media; Learn
about branding basics; Create month's worth of content on the
same day, and so much more. 11am-2pm. Fee: $54. rb.gy/cvoru.

Friday, Nov. 17

Messy Christmas on Friday

Stouffville United Church-Auditorium, 34 Church St.

Messy Church Is For People Of All Ages To Share Fun Through
Crafts And Games, Food, Friendship And Faith. We have fun
doing 4-5 crafts or activities based on this month’s Christmas
theme, share a meal together and a celebration story and songs.
5:30pm. To attend this family fun evening, preregister at
stouffvilleuc.ca/events.

Friday, Nov. 17

PA Day: Elves in the Workshop

W-S Museum , 14732 Woodbine Ave.

Calling elves of all kinds! Head out on a holiday traditions tour
of the heritage buildings, decorate seasonal cookies, enjoy hot
chocolate and get crafty to start the festive season. Ages 6 - 12.
9am - 4pm. townofws.ca/museum, see programs, tours & camps.

Friday, Nov. 18

43rd Annual Victorian Tea

W-S Museum , 14732 Woodbine Ave.

This event will provide you with a delicious taste of Christmas
past, featuring a traditional catered tea and a festive tour of the
Museum’s buildings. Seatings at 11:30am and 1:30pm. This is a
an all ages event. $30 plus hst per ticket. townofws.ca/museum.

Wednesday, Nov. 22

DIY Gifts

Whitchurch-Stouffville Public Library, 2 Park Dr.

Join our ‘DIY Gifts’ program and craft a unique, handmade gift
perfect for the holiday season. It’s a thoughtful way to show your
loved ones you care, and a fun opportunity to unleash your cre-
ativity! Location: Teen Lounge. Free Event. 6-8pm.

Wednesday, Nov. 22

Holiday Sip n Shop

Casa Code, 200 Mostar St, A115

Twolocal boutiques - Lemon Cyprus and Casa Code - team up for
an exclusive Holiday Sip n Shop. Meet three women with three
powerful stories, and view curated clothing lines and home
decor. It will be alovely night out. 7-9pm. For more about them,
see lemoncyprusboutique.com and casacode.ca.

Wednesday, Nov. 22
Art and Wellness Workshop

Latcham Art Centre, 2 Park Dr.

(Ages 18+) Explore the powerful combination of mindfulness
techniques and creative expressions in this workshop designed
to help you tap into your inner creativity! As you participate
in the guided art directives and mindfulness practices, you
will cultivate a deeper sense of awareness, learn to manage
stress and anxiety, and develop a greater connection with your
thoughts and emotions. Join us in a safe and non-judgemental
environment where you can connect with yourself and others
in the community. No experience is necessary, and all materi-
als are provided. Register at latchamartcentre.ca/programs.
7:00-8:30pm.

Wednesday-Saturday, Nov. 22-25

Choko's Annual Warehouse Sale

19 Anderson Blvd.

Choko's Annual Warehouse saleisjust around the corner. Choko
opens its doors to the public for 4 Days Only! End of Lines and
One of a Kinds at Rock Bottom Prices. Winter Jackets, Fleece,
T-Shirts, Hats and Accessories in all the axutomotive and farm
brands you know and love! choko.com.

Thursday, Nov. 23

Let's Paint "Precious Pine"

Cornerhouse on Main, 6403 Main St.

Enjoy a creative night out and learn to paint this "Precious Pine"
with Brittany! Project is guided and beginner friendly. Visit
brittanylauren.ca/letspaint for details and registration. 6:30pm.

Thursday, Nov. 23

Light Up The Village

Main Street Stouffville — Park Drive to O'Brien Avenue

Kick off the Holiday Season in The Village of Stouffville. You
won't want to miss the tree lighting, characters, shopping &
holiday cheer from 5-9pm. Join your Mayor and Council in front
of the Clock Tower for the Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony fea-
turing holiday activations, performances, and the businesses
in the Village of Stouffville. The tree lighting will take place at
6:30pm. Main Street will be closed to traffic between O’Brien
Ave. and Park Dr. so you can share in the festive spirit. For more
information visit discoverstouffville.ca/light-up-the-village.

Nov. 23 - Dec. 24
Village Holiday Shopping Contest

Downtown Stouffville

Submit a sales receipt from 3 different Stouffville Village busi-
nesses dated Nov 23 - Dec 24.to be entered to win. For full details
and to enter visit: discoverstouffville.ca/2023-holiday-contest.

HOLIDAY DIY WITH

Perennial Petals Flower Farm

Wicked Winter Sleigh Workshop

Tuesday, November 21, 4-6

Sunday, November 26, 1-3pm

Thursday, November 30, 4-6

This is one of our most requested workshops. Grab a friend
and come out to make your own winter sleigh from natural
greenery and complimentary accents. For your front door, for
your backyard or for your favourite relative. Learn how to make
it once and re-create every year as a tradition. All materials
included. $85.00+HST persleigh. Thisisasmall group workshop
and each person will have all the attention they need to create a
masterpiece. Min.3 - Max.6. For more, see perennialpetals.com.

Wicked Winter Wreath Workshop

Friday, November 24, 1-3pm OR 4-6pm

Sunday, November 26, 4 -6pm

Come to the farm and get into the festive spirit by creating your
very ownnatural greenery wreath. Allmaterials will be provided
including freshly harvested evergreens, berries, dogwood and
pinecones. Ribbons are optional. No previous experience is
necessary. Enjoy an afternoon with friends. A great way to start
offthe holiday season. $95 + HST. This is a small group workshop
and each person will have all the attention they need to create a
masterpiece. Min.3- Max.6. For more, see perennialpetals.com.

Urn Insert

Thursday, November 23, 4-6pm

Come to the farm and create your own winter container insert.
Use the greenery and accents that best reflect you and take it
home to pop into your container. Easy and effective. No previous
experience is necessary. Cost is $65 + HST. This is a small
group workshop and each person will have all the attention
they need to create a masterpiece. Min.3 - Max.6. For more, see
perennialpetals.com.

Gnome Workshop

Sunday, December 3, 3-5pm

Gnomes make everyone smile and we may all need a smile at some
point this winter. Create agnome to live on your veranda or front
lawn. Bring afriend and have some fun. Sure to help get youin the
Holiday spirit. All materials included. Cost is $55 + HST. Thisisa
small group workshop and each person will have all the attention
they need to create a masterpiece. Min.3 - Max.6. For more, see
perennialpetals.com.
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Holiday
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Saturday, Nov. 25

Willowgrove's Christmas on the Farm
11737 McCowan Road

Christmas on the farm will have you travelling on a guided tour
around our property to various activity sites. Try your hand at
creating a country Christmas craft, re-enacting the nativity
storyinthebarnwith our farmanimals,looking foritemsinthel
Spy Christmasroom. an outdoor tradition huntand aplayinthe
hayloft Your family will also learn about traditions around the
world and hear stories about "why we decorate evergreen trees,
eat candy canes and exchange gifts. End your adventure around
a campfire singing favourite Christmas songs where hot apple
cider and hot chocolate will be sold by the cup. Tickets: $15 per
person, children 2 and under free, at Willowgrove.ca. 10am-4pm.

Saturday, Nov. 25

Cricut Creations: Holiday Gift Jar
Whitchurch-Stouffville Public Library, 2 Park Dr.

Looking to give a gift with a personal touch this holiday season?
Join us as we explore DIY gift giving with the Cricut. We will dis-
cussthedifferent giftsthat can be givenin a1-litre masonjarand
will create a pre-portioned holiday baking recipe to share this
season. With all the instructions and ingredients listed on the
jar,itis a perfect package to share. $10, register at wsplibrary.ca
code 29253. Ages 16+. 11am-12pm.

Wednesday, Nov. 29
Watercolor Card Making Workshop

by Alorah Designs

Casa Code, 200 Mostar St, A115

Join us for a step-by-step journey in creating seasonal greeting
cardsusing watercolor!! Our workshop will begin with an explo-
ration of fundamental watercolor techniques, which will serve
as the foundation for crafting beautiful greeting cards. In the
second part of the workshop, you'll have the opportunity to cre-
ate several themed greeting cards of your choice. Our Watercolor
Beginners Workshop is the perfect choice! 7-8:30pm.
https://guestli.st/760422.

Friday, Dec. 1

Bluesy Christmas

19 on the Park, 19 Civic Ave.

It's Christmas time, a time for friends and family to get togeth-
er and spend time telling stories, singing songs and reminisc-
ing! Bluesy Christmas is just that. An evening where longtime
friends get together and sing some of their (and your) favourite
Christmas songs, with a Blues & Roots tinge... This will be a fun
filled Christmasy sort of evening with friends, old & new...maybe
Santa will come down and sing a song....you better watch out!
7:30pm. For more, see: 19onthepark.ca.

Dec. 1- Dec. 24
Stouffville Village Advent Calendar

Downtown Stouffville

Each dayin December will feature a new exclusive offer from the
Village of Stouffville. Don’t miss out - check in online all 24 days!
Visit: discoverstouffville.ca/holiday-advent-calendar.

Saturday, Dec. 2

Santa Paws

Muttz With Mannerz, 5710 Main St.

Join us at Muttz With Mannerz for a Festive Event. Family and
furfriends welcomed for fun times. Our special guest, Santa
Paws will be there ready to take photos with you and your pup.
Visit our vendors and leave with Treats and Goodies for all,
humans and dogs. Please contact us at 905-640-DOGS(3647) for
more information. 11am-2pm.

Saturday, Dec. 2

Annual Open House

Velvet Sunrise, 100 Ringwood Dr Unit 8.

Join Velvet Sunrise Coffee Roasters for the annual open house
event, featuring free samples and Birthday Cake (celebrating
14 years in business) as we share our gratitude for another year
with our valued friends, family and customers. This holiday
season be sure to try The Nutcracker Seasonal Feature Coffee,
Lisa’s shortbread cookies - sweet and cheesey, espresso choco-
late bark, housemade marshmallows and more. 9am-4pm.

Saturday, Dec. 2

Santa Claus Parade

Main Street Stouffville, from Ninth Line to Park Dr.

Santais coming to Whitchurch-Stouffville! Celebrate the season
with your community as a parade of lights, entertainment, and
characters, makes its way down Main Street. 6pm.

Saturday-Sunday, Dec. 2-3

Holiday Market @ Musselman's Lake
The Coolest Little Ice Cream Shop, 150 Cedarvale Blvd.
Our local vendors will be selling lots of amazing one-of-a-kind
handmade products for everyone on your list! 12-3pm.

Tuesday, Dec. 5

Cricut Creations: Holiday Gift Jar
Whitchurch-Stouffville Public Library, 2 Park Dr.

Ages16+. Looking to give a gift with a personal touch this holiday
season? Join us as we explore DIY gift giving with the Cricut. We
willdiscuss the different giftsthat canbegivenina1i-litre mason
jarand will create a pre-portioned holiday baking recipe to share
this season. With all the instructions and ingredients listed on
thejar, it is a perfect package to share. wsplibrary.ca to register,
$10, code 29254.. 7-8pm.

Wednesday, Dec. 6
Make Your Own Magic Bracelet

Workshop by Lo & Co

Casa Code, 200 Mostar St, A115

Experience magicin motion with Lo & Co. Make Your Own
Magic is a custom curated bead bar activation designed
to compliment your event. Have your guests create their
own bespoke bracelets with a bead buffet set up - candy
bar style. $65, materials provided. 7-8:30pm. casacode.ca/
products/make-your-own-magic.

Thursday, Dec. 7

Chamber Holiday Luncheon
Meadowbrook Golf Club, 11939 Warden Ave

This is our last networking event of the year and a great
way to celebrate the season with fellow Chamber Members
ahead of the holidays. We invite you to bring along your
staff and/or clients to a wonderful festive luncheon.
Holiday themed lunch will be served. Cash bar. Purchase
ticketsat https://w.stouffvillechamber.ca/events/details/
stouffville-chamber-of-commerce-holiday-luncheon-2023

Friday, Dec. 8

Living Nativity

Stouffville United Church, 34 Church St.

Living Nativity brings story of first christmas to life
with narration, song and live donkey. All welcome in the
Stouftville United Church garden at the corner of Church
Street North and Duchess Street. Hot chocolate and
cookies available following the presentation. Donations
for the Stouffville Food Bank Accepted. A shuttle ride
will be available from the parking lot at 6240 Main Street,
Stouffville starting at 6:15pm. stouffvilleuc.ca.

Saturday, Dec. 9
Creative: Chefs Holiday Cooking

with Santa by Earlyon
Whitchurch-Stouffville Public Library, 2 Park Dr.

Ages 2-6. Enjoy some simple, nutritious cooking and gift
activities in a North Pole kitchen and then enjoy a visit
with Santa! Allergy alert. Free Event. 10:30am-12pm (code
29806) and 1:30-3pm (code 29976). Visit wsplibrary.ca/
earlyon toregister.

Saturday, Dec. 9

Holly Jolly Jingle Mingle

Stouffville Legion 459, 150 Mostar St.

Christmas Turkey Dinner and Dance with live perfor-
mance by the Chapman Brothers. Limited seats, book with
Rochelle, rochellechristmas22@gmail.com. Please bringan
ornament for the Merry Little Ornament Exchange. Wear
something green or red - photographs will be published
on Legion website. $25 per person. Doors Open 5:30pm.

continued on Page 22

CRAFTS ARTS FOODS

Christmas Markets 2023

Saturday, Nov. 11

Harvest Market Craft Show & Sale

Springvale Church, 3885 Stouffville Rd.

Come support local with over 8o vendors, workshops, cafe, live entertain-
ment, Beavertails truck, goodie bags for first 100 customers at the door, a
kids activity table and we are still adding more! Come and check out all the
excitement this year at Springvale’s Annual Harvest Market. 9am-5pm.

Saturday, Nov. 18

A Country Christmas Market

St. James Presbyterian Church, 6432 Main St.

A warm welcome awaits you 9:30am-12pm. Enjoy Santa's Tea Room, Craft
Table, and Silent Auction. Shop for Baked Goods and Frozen Meals.

Saturday & Sunday, Dec. 9-10

Christmas Holiday Sale

Holy Theotokos Convent, 4369 Faulkner Ave.

Joyous Light Candles will be hosting their Christmas Holiday Saleand invite
you to join them. Need gift ideas? Come and see all the new candle designs
and holiday decor. Along with the candles, indulge in Greek pastries and
other baked goods and homemade jams. Sale hours are Saturday & Sunday
from 11am to 5pm.

Saturday, Nov. 18

Christmas Market & Cafe

Christ Church Anglican, 254 Sunset Blvd.

The Christmas Market isan annual Christ Church tradition whichincludes
asmallvolunteer-run cafe with soup and sandwiches and desserts, a baking
table of homemade goods, a gift and crafts market with booths from local
vendors, a book sale, and a boutique of gently used items donated from the
church community. 10am-3pm.

Thursday-Sunday, Nov. 23-26

Beyond Craft Show & Sale 2023

19 on the Park , 19 Civic Dr.

Shop handmade for the holidays at Latcham Art Centre’s one-of-a-kind craft
show & sale! Beyond Craft is an annual fundraiser in support of the Art
Centre’s programming held in the center of historic downtown Stouffville
during the award-winning Stouftville Holiday Market. Find something spe-
cial for yourself, a gift for a loved one, stocking stuffers, and more. Learn
more at latchamartcentre.ca/our-events.

Friday-Saturday, Nov. 24-25
Stouffville Holiday Market

Memorial Park

Experience live entertainment, visits with Santa, light displays, artisanal
and handmade goods, roaming holiday characters, horse-drawn carriage
rides, and more! Stouffville’s award-winning winter wonderland also fea-
tures Latcham Art Centre’s Beyond Craft. Friday, 5-9pm, Saturday, 12-9pm.
Learn more at townofws.ca/holidaymarket.

Friday & Saturday, Nov. 24-25

Country Pastimes Marketplace

12601 McCowan Rd.

Country Pastimes is excited to welcome you to another amazing outdoor
sale. This sale is 2 km south of Lemonville on McCowan Road (#12601). The
greenery bundles are best ordered in advance by calling 905-640-3216.
Cash, debit and MasterCard accepted. 10am-3pm.
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Holiday
Activities

Saturday, Dec. 9

Candlelight Christmas

W-S Museum , 14732 Woodbine Ave.

The Candlelight Christmas event is a long-standing tradition at
the Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum and Community Centre.
Decorated for the season, the Museum comestolife with the tra-
ditions of Christmaspast. Thiseventincludesasleighride,avisit
with Santa Claus, musical live performances, holiday treats, vis-
itsto the historic buildings where you’ll find costumed staffand
volunteers, and a blacksmithing demonstration. It’s the perfect
way to spend a cozy evening by lamplight. 6pm-9pm. Tickets are
$15 per adult, and $10 per child at townofws.ca/museum.

Saturday, Dec. 9

Christmas Carol Sing-Along

19 on the Park, 19 Civic Ave.

Enjoy the music of the Christmas season including singing
Christmas Carols with the Voices Alive choir, children’s craft
activities and lots of Christmas cookies. This will be afun after-
noon for the whole family. Admission is free. To register, please
visit reunionstouffville.com This event is hosted by Reunion, a
new kind of church community built around food, friendship
and a conversation about Jesus. For more information, visit
reunionstouffville.com. 3:30-5pm.

Saturday-Sunday, Dec. 9-10

Holiday Market @ Musselman's Lake
The Coolest Little Ice Cream Shop, 150 Cedarvale Blvd.
Our local vendors will be selling lots of amazing one-of-a-kind
handmade products for everyone on your list! 12-3pm.

Sunday, Dec. 10

Christmas Potluck Dinner

Stouffville Memorial Christian Church , 6528 Main St.

The Stouffville Memorial Christian Church community will be
hosting a Christmas dinner. We welcome people to join us in a
Christmas spirit of carol singing, celebrating, and feasting! 1pm.

Sunday, Dec. 10

Christmas Pageant and Concert

St. Mark's Catholic Church, 345 Glad Park Avenue

St. Mark's presents the 17th annual Christmas Pageant and
Concert. All are welcome to join us for the Pageant, Solo and
Choir Performances and congregational sing along! There will
be a gathering down in the church hall for refreshments and
fellowship. 3pm.

Wednesday, Dec. 13

Community Lunch

Stouffville United Church, 34 Church St.

Stouffville United Community Lunch is held in the Davis Room.
JoinusforaHot Lunch served at noon to build community overa
table with warm food, shared stories and laughter. All Welcome!
Donations appreciated. stouffvilleuc.ca.

Wednesday, Dec. 13
Permanent Jewellery Pop-up

by Get Linked

Casa Code, 200 Mostar St, A115

Custom fitted jewellery that is clasp-less. Welded together with
a quick and painless spark - you are forever linked! Custom fit-
ted bracelets, anklets or necklaces. Charms can be added to any
piece. Susan uses a professional welder and high grade chains.
Each appointment is for one person and a15 minute slot between
3-7pm. In that time you will select your chain(s) and charm(s). I
will weld on your Get Linked chain and you then have a perma-
nent bracelet, anklet or necklace! rb.gy/rsnbq.

Friday, Dec. 15

Christmas Baby Craft

Whitchurch-Stouffville Public Library, 2 Park Dr.

Ages 0-11 months. Families work together to make a work of
holiday-themed artwith baby. $5, register at wsplibrary.ca code
29290. Location: Children’s Program Room A. 10:15-10:45am.

Saturday-Sunday, Dec. 16-17

Holiday Market @ Musselman's Lake
The Coolest Little Ice Cream Shop, 150 Cedarvale Blvd.
Our local vendors will be selling lots of amazing one-of-a-kind
handmade products for everyone on your list! 12-3pm.

Dec. 13 - Jan. 13
Exhibition: Images 2023/2024

Latcham Art Centre, 2 Park Dr.

An exhibition of work by the graduating art class from Stouftville
District Secondary School. Students work with the Latcham
curator throughout the fall semester to learn about the cura-
torial process, plan the exhibition, create related marketing
materials, install the art, and organize the opening reception,
providing an opportunity for these student artiststo engage with
a professional gallery in their community. Opening Reception:
Wednesday, December 13, 7-9pm.

Saturday, Dec. 16

A Christmas Celebration of Song
Christ Church Anglican, 254 Sunset Blvd.

Men of Note Male Voice Choir and special guests New Song
Chancel Choir with music directors Heather Williams and
Jonathan Liebich present A Christmas Celebration of Song.
Tickets: Adults $25, Youths 12-16 $10, Children under 12
Free. On sale at Cards Appliances, Barthau Jewellers, and
Candlelight and Memories | or at menofnote.com | by phone
416-509-5249 | or at the door. Shows at 2pm and 7:30pm.

Sunday, Dec. 17

One Small Child Cantana

Stouffville United Church, 34 Church St.

Directed by Daniel Mehdizadeh and performed by the
Stouffville United Church Choir and Friends at our 10:30am
service. One Small Child brings together some of the most
beloved contemporary worship songs with favorite carols
for an unforgettable Christmas celebration! David Meece's
touching, powerful song is the recurring theme, which ties
the work together. stouffvilleuc.ca.

Sunday, Dec. 17
DuffleBag Theatre's

A Christmas Carol

19 on the Park, 19 Civic Ave.

Penny-pinching miser Ebenezer Scrooge is well-known
across Victorian London for being far more interested
in making money than friends. Above all else, he hates
Christmas time and its spirit of giving. Recommended for
grades K-8. Please note, children ages o0-3 are free (babes
in laps only). Performance run time: 50 minutes. 2pm. For
more, see: 19onthepark.ca.

Thursday, Dec. 21

DIY Gifts

Whitchurch-Stouffville Public Library, 2 Park Dr.

Join our ‘DIY Gifts’ program and craft a unique, handmade
gift perfect for the holiday season. It’s a thoughtful way to
show your loved ones you care, and a fun opportunity to
unleash your creativity! Location: Teen Lounge. Free Event.
6-8pm.

Dec. 27-29 & Jan. 2-5
Winter Break Art Camp

Latcham Art Centre, 2 Park Dr.

Ages 5-11. Participants of Winter Break Art Camp can select
which days they would like to attend. Each day features new,
fun and creative art activities using different materials,
styles, and techniques! 8:30am-4:30pm.

Thursday, Dec. 28

Leftover Crafts

Whitchurch-Stouffville Public Library, 2 Park Dr.

Ages 3-12. Help us use up various craft that we have done
throughout the year. Location: Children’s area. 10-11:30am.

Sunday, Dec. 31

New Year's Eve Fireworks

Memorial Park

Bring the whole family to Memorial Park for entertainment,
food and the most spectacular fireworks display of the year.
Fireworks begin at 7pm.

FOOD MUSIC EXPERIENCE
Christmas Entertaining

Saturday, Nov. 11

Kevin Ker at the Coach House Pub

3 Felcher Bivd.

Come spend the afternoon singing along with Kevin Ker as he takes over
the Coach House Pub. For reservations go to coachhousepub.comor call
905-640-8118. 2-5pm.

Saturday, Nov. 18

Grant Fullerton at the Coach House Pub

3 Felcher Blvd.

Canadian Rock Legend, Grant Fullerton rocks the Coach House Pub. For
reservations go to coachhousepub.com or call 905-640-8118. 2-5pm.

Saturday, Dec. 14-23

Duck The Halls!

King Cole Ducks, 15351 Warden Ave

Visit Ontario’s only duck farm fresh store at the top of the town. Delicious
Duck Samples served from 11am-3pm. Try duck spring rolls, duck pate,
smoked duck breast, confit, crispy duck wings and more! Chef consul-
tantavailable to help with holiday meal planning. Store hours: 9gam-4pm,
7 days a week. kingcoleducks.com or 800-363-3825.

Cater that Dinner Party or Corporate Event

Sunrise Cafe & Bistro Catering

37 Sandiford Dr.

We offer awide variety of catering options for your holiday parties, family/
friends get togethers, celebrations, or corporate events and parties. We
have freshly made hot meals with your choice of lasagna, pork tenderloin
with gravy, chicken and beef kabobs, a variety of delicious pasta choices
like Alfredo pasta, and Mexican style food like bean burritos etc. If you
arelooking forreadyto serve goumet boards, we have charcuterie boards,
dessert boards, fruit boards, deli sandwich boards, and tea sandwich
boards. We also have a wide variety of salads like our signature sunrise
salad, strawberry goat cheese salad, and Caesar salad. If you are looking
for more breakfast options we do offer coffee, freshly baked croissants,
muffins, bagels, eggs with bacon/sausage etc. the pricing ranges for each
option.

Hot meals start at $69.99 total for 10-12 people. Breakfast starts at $79.99
total for 10-12 people. Deli sandwich board starts at $59.99 total for 10-12
people. We canalso servelarge groups with our full cateringmenu through
our sister company Yum Yum Catering. Check our website for menuideas
and options to make your holidays special at www.yumyumcatering.biz.
For questions,ideasand free quotes call the owner Sophia at 647-230-8446.

Cater that Dinner Party or Corporate Event

Christina Cooks Catering Company

100 Ringwood Dr. Unit #11

Weareafull-service, award-winning catering company with over 20years
experience. We specialize in coming toyour home orvenue and cooking on
site. We provide afun, excitingand memorable guest experience. We have
recently moved to a larger location to serve our clients and community
better and we are excited to welcome you! For more, see:
christinacookscatering.com.



VISITING THE VILLAGE

by Stouffville Chamber of Commerce

nght Up The Vlllage

Kick off the Holiday Season in The Village of
Stouftville on Thursday, November 23rd from
5to 9 p.m. You won't want to miss the tree
lighting, characters, shopping & holiday cheer!

Each day in December will feature a new
exclusive offer from the Village of Stouffville.
Don't miss out — check in online all 24 days!
discoverstouffville.ca/holiday-advent-calendar

The More You Shop
The More Chances
You Have To WIN!

Village businesses dated Nov 23 - Dec 24
to be entered to win. For full details visit:
discoverstouftville.ca/2023-holiday-contest

@

T
Stouffﬂlle,.

Holiday
Cift Guade

(30 e
Online Shopping Guide

To help you with your holiday shopping,
local businesses will share with you some

gift giving ideas. Visit often for new ideas:
discoverstouftville.ca/2023-holiday-gift-guide

Dg’t“ DiscoyerStoufyille.ca * Therels So MuchTo See & Do In Stouffyille!

Give a Bear Necessity,
get a warm feeling.

Alittle gift goes a long way. Like a cuddly teddy bear
to lift someone’s spirits, a soft sleep sack to hug a
newborn or a plush blanket to provide comfort and
warmth.

Buy a Bear Necessity and help purchase life-saving
equipment not covered by government funding,

Also on Giving Tuesday, November 28, for every
Bear Necessity you purchase, a SECOND patient at
Markham Stouffville Hospital will receive a bear hug.

This is thanks to the incredible generosity of Shahan

and Aida Giler who will match donations (up to
$50,000).

Make a patient feel loved this holiday season.
lifesavinggifts.ca

Markham Stouffville
Hospital Foundation
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FILL A PURSE
FOR A SISTER

67,000 women and children leave domes-
tic abuse situations every year in Canada.
Thenumbersare staggering,in York Region
alone, 1in 3 women is involved in domestic
violence/abuse situations.... Types of abuse
caninclude physical, psychological, sexual,
financial, gaslighting, etc. There are sup-
portservicesin place butlike most services,
theyare stretched thin for resources. Angel
Freedman has created a charity to help
women take a small step back to normalcy.

Angel is a Registered Social Worker who
lives and works in Stouffville. In her line of
work, she deals with many different types
of situations and people requiring support.
She is a very strong advocate for women’s
issues particularly in the field of domestic
abuse in Canada.

To help these women who often escape
with nothing but the clothes on their backs,
Angel created the Fill A Purse for A Sister
charity. She started it in herliving roomin
2014 and in that first year, collected 1500
purses filled with personal essentials to
be distributed to women in crisis. Angel
notes that these women have nothing,
their self-esteem is crushed, and this cam-
paign provides them with a bit of dignity
to raise their spirits in the hopes that they
canstarttoput theirlife back together. The
campaign website states the purpose of the
charityisit “Bring comfort, hope, and digni-
tytowomen and youthin crisis with the gift
of purses filled with personal necessities.”

The campaign has been growing every

year and the number of purses collected
continues to increase to the point that last
year, there were 10,000 purses collected,
vetted, sorted and distributed to various
women’s shelters, domestic violence shel-
ters, rape crisis centres and other social
services that support women. Men and
children are not left out, the Fill A Purse
campaign will also collect backpacks and
men’s products todistribute appropriately.

The Fill A Purse For A Sister campaign
runs every year from September 1 -
December 1, and asks for donations of new
or gently loved purses, and new backpacks.
Items to fill the purses and backpacks
include full-size containers of: (please do
not include sample size or opened/used
products)

» Shampoo and conditioner

» Deodorant

- Soap

» Feminine hygiene products (women’s

purses only please)

» Toothbrush and toothpaste

« Shaving products (men’s backpacks

only please)

« Gift cards

- Notes of support and encouragement

are a welcome gesture of kindness.

Although the charity runs in other towns
and citiesin Ontario, it became truly nation-
allastyearafter Angeldid aninterview with
CBC television, the calls came in from all
over the county from people wanting to be
involved. Volunteer Community Leads are
needed across Canada to keep the program
expanding, so it can be run in each munic-
ipality. Angel’s goal is to be in every town
and city in Canada.

Stouffville’s Mayor, Iain Lovattis a strong
supporter of Fill A Purse For A Sister and
every year donates several purses filled
with the items listed above. Last year,
he also challenged Mayor John Taylor of
Newmarket to see which municipality
would collect the most purses. Angel is
proud to say that the challenge was a huge
success and Stouffville came out on top!
This year, Mr. Lovatt took it a step further,
and after Angel presented the campaign to
the York Region Council, our mayor then
challenged all the other mayors in York

CONTACT Susan Tucker, otrtipoff@outlook.com

Region to see who would collect the most
this year. My guess is that it will be a close
race, so let’s get Stouffville to the top of the
podium again!
Anyone wishing to donate financially
is welcome to, funds are always needed
to purchase products, as every purse and
backpack needs to be filled before being
distributed. Learn how to donate funds at
fillapurseforasistercampaign.ca or email
angelfreedman®rogers.com. Donations
of $25 or more are eligible to receive a tax
receipt.
Volunteersare alsoneeded to help deliver
the purses in the first week of December to
the various agencies.
If you are able to donate 1 or 100 purses,
theyare allwelcome and needed. There are
9drop-offlocationsin Stouffville oryou can
email Angel for alternate arrangements.
+ Christ Church Anglican, 254 Sunset
- Redefined Finds, 6258 Main St.
« Code Ninjas, 6601 Main St.
» Lindy’s Floral Boutique, 6287 Main
« Mathnasium, 30 Innovator Ave, #8.
- Stouffville Family Eye Care, 30
Innovator Ave, #4.

- Stouffville Toyota, 1288 Millard St.

- Trentadue Torres Real Estate, 155
Mostar St. Units1and 2

« W-S Public Library, 2 Park Dr.
Ifyouareawomanin crisis, there are 2 shel-
tersin York Region that you can contact 24.
hours a day, every day of the year:

- Yellow Brick House, call or text

1-800-263-3247

- Sandgate, call 1-800-661-8294.

Angel Freedman, Creator, Fill A Purse for A Slster
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Savory Stuffed Red & Green Peppers |
A DELICIOUS FEAST

Ok, I know this article is not a holiday
meal, but it is still the season of comfort
food, and this is definitely comfort food...
and I am sure you all know how to cook
a turkey. Stuffed peppers are a timeless
dish that never fails to satisfy both your
taste buds and your heart. Whether it's a
cozy family dinner or a special occasion,
these vibrant peppers filled with a savoury
mixture of ground pork, ground beef,
onions, garlic, and homemade tomato
sauce are a guaranteed crowd-pleaser. In
this article, we'll take you through the step-
by-step process of creating this delicious
dish, along with a homemade tomato sauce
recipe that adds a burst of flavour.

For the Stuffed Peppers:

«  4largered and green bell peppers

«  1/2 pound ground pork

«  1/2 pound ground beef

«  1onion, finely chopped

. 3 cloves garlic, minced

+  1cup cooked white rice

«  1/2 cup shredded mozzarella cheese
«  1/2 cup shredded parmesan cheese
+  1teaspoon salt

- 1/2teaspoon black pepper

«  1/2teaspoon smoked paprika

«  1/4teaspoon red pepper flakes

- 2tablespoons fresh parsley, chopped

For the Homemade Tomato Sauce:
. 6 large tomatoes, blanched, peeled,
and diced
«  1large onion, finely chopped
. 3 cloves garlic, minced
. 2 tablespoons olive oil
. 3 slices of cooked bacon diced
. 1teaspoon sugar
- 1/2 teaspoon dried oregano
- Salt and pepper to taste

Homemade Tomato Sauce:

Heat the olive oil in a saucepan over
medium heat.

Add the chopped onions and sauté until
they become translucent, about 5 minutes.
Stir in the minced garlic and cooked
bacon and cook for another minute until
fragrant. Add the diced tomatoes, sugar,
dried oregano, salt, and pepper. Reduce
the heat tolow and let the sauce simmer for

25-30 minutes until it thickens. Adjust the
seasoning to your taste, then set the sauce
aside.

Stuffed Peppers:

Preheat your oven to 375°F (190°C). Cut
the tops off the peppers and remove the
seeds and membranes. You can also trim
the bottoms slightly to make them stand
up straight. In a large skillet, brown the
ground pork and ground beef over medium-
high heat, breaking them into small pieces
as they cook. Add the chopped onions and
minced garlic to the skillet. Cook until the
onions are soft and translucent. Stir in
the cooked rice, both cheeses, salt, black
pepper, paprika, red pepper flakes, and
chopped parsley. Mix everything well.
Carefully stuff each bell pepper with the
meat and rice mixture, packing it firmly.

Place the stuffed peppersin a baking dish
and pour the homemade tomato sauce over
them. Cover the baking dish with aluminum
foil and bake for 30-35 minutes. Remove the
foil and bake for an additional 10-15 minutes
oruntil the peppers are tender, and the tops
are slightly browned. Serve the stuffed
peppers hot, garnished with fresh parsley,
and accompanied by extra tomato sauce for
those who want more.

Stuffed red and green peppers with
a mixture of ground pork, ground beef,
onions, garlic, and homemade tomato sauce
are a true comfort food. The vibrant colours
of the peppers and the rich, savoury filling
make this dish a feast for the senses. If you
like a little extra heat, try and add a couple

the

with DAVE MILLS

CONTACT Dave Mills, david@stouffville.com

of jalaperio peppers while cooking the meat.
Or add some sriracha to the tomato sauce
while reducing. It's a perfect choice for
both special occasions and everyday family
dinners. It can also be served with other
main dishes.

While we are talking about peppers,
another thing I'love to do in the fall is roast
red shepherd peppers. So easy to do. You
can do them on the BBQ or in the oven.
Either way, roast them until the skins turn
black... not too black. Then put them in a
plastic bag, and the steam will loosen the
skins. Once cool enough, remove from
the bag and take the skins of the peppers.
Now you can freeze them and put them in
a jar with olive oil in the fridge. I add them
to so many things, soups, sauces, salads,
sandwiches, and the list goes on. They are
so flavourful and sweet...try it you will love
them.
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IT'S A WRAP
Stouffville Market Goes
Over the Top in Year Two

When the giant Stouffville Country
Market located on Tenth Line just north
of Main St shut down in 2016, the Town set
out to fill the void. A Thursday afternoon
farmers market in the Downtown business
area came and went. When a similar con-
cept behind 19 on the Park fizzled after two
years, the Town approached Susan Tucker.

“They asked me to take it over as a busi-
ness proposal,” recalls Susan, a Stouffville
resident of 32 years with a strong back-
ground in corporate customer service and a
flair for community involvement. “I submit-
ted my bid in April 2022 for the Stouftville
Market and the Town approved it for the
new location in front of 6240 Main St.”

Susan set out to avoid the pitfalls encoun-
tered by the 19 on the Park endeavour. “The
consistent message I got from vendors was
that it was not a good location,” said Susan,
“and they didn’t appreciate having duplicate
vendors in such a small market.”

With limited time to get organized for the
May 2022 opening, Susan went to work lin-
ingup vendors. “The first year, on any given
Saturday we had about 20 vendors, with a
lot of them agreeing to come and giveit atry,
despite the less than stellar success of the
19 on the Park market. But by the end of the
season, most of them were asking ‘Where
do we sign up for next year?’”

She had ample time to drum up inter-
est and promote the Market for its second

season, and the results spoke for them-
selves. “On opening day we were at capaci-
ty, 45 vendors, and every week after that we
had from 30-35 vendors. We had 1100-1200
visitors every Saturday. On the Saturday of
the Strawberry Festival, it was crazy. We
gave up counting after 5,500 visitors.”

During the five months the Market runs,
Susan is constantly publicizing it. “All the
money that comes into the Market goes
right back into it for marketing, supplies,
promotions, and advertising. I do a lot of
social media advertising and promotion for
the Market and its vendors.”

People have been drawn to the Market
by the diverse array of vendors, including
artisans, foodies, crafters, creators, bakers,
a honey products vendor, and the Muddy
York Brewing Co. “We also had a fundraiser
each week, local hockey teams and other
organizations would sell barbecued corn on
the cob donated by a farmer,” Susan noted.
Adding to the festivities has been entertain-
ment featuring local performers. “Last year
I'was approaching entertainers to come and
play, but this year they were approaching
me, there was a waiting list.”

The influx of people to the Downtown
business area didn’t go unnoticed by the
businesses located there. “I've had feedback
from the Main Street merchants thanking
me for having the Market here because it
increased their traffic. That was an added
bonus. We work with the Chamber of

Susan Tucker’s tireless efforts, promotional expertise and creative flair have made the
Stouffville Market the jewel of Downtown Stouffville the past two summer seasons.

CONTACT Bruce Stapley, bstapley@sympatico.ca

Commerce, they promote the Market and
we support them too.”

Did Susan expect the enthusiastic
response the Market has received? “I want-
ed it to be successful but I didn’t know it
would grow so much. It’s a win everywhere,
I haven’'t found a downside to it yet.” She
credits Town staff with helping the Market
succeed. “The Town has been incredibly
supportive.”

With the long hours she has committed
to the Stouffville Market and no financial
payoff for herself, Susan insists her involve-
ment is truly a labour of love. “It’s for the
community, it’s about the community.”
Looking ahead to next year, she has her
sights set on further enhancing the Market.
“I'm looking to grow it. We could open up
the parking lot to enable 10 more vendors. I
want to do different events, like an art exhi-
bition, and a collectors exhibition - people
collect everything, matchboxes, bottle caps,
just bring what you have.”

There is only one potential snag. As the
Market is on Town property, it must be
made available to bids from other interests
that might want to take it over next year.
“That’s how the process works,” said Susan.
But while she understands the need for fair-
ness, she has her heart set on returning for
a third year so she can pick up where she
left off this season. “I'm hoping to keep it
going. If someone else takes it over, they will
be starting from scratch.”

COACH SEES BRIGHT FUTURE FOR
IN-DEMAND STOUFFVILLE SWIM CLUB

Business is good at the Whitchurch-
Stouffville Swim Club. So good that the orga-
nization has had to cap its membership and
create a waitlist for interested swimmers.

Founded in 2001, the club was originally
known as the Stouffville Ducks, an offshoot
of the Aurora Ducks. Both clubs were found-
ed by Reg Chappell.

The Stouffville club went out on its own
in 2015.

Open to competitors eight years and
older, the club grew from 23 swimmers in
2022 to 58 this fall.

Konstantin Danailov took over as head
coach 14 months ago following the retire-
ment of Nick Rottmann.

Danailov is a proud product of the
Bulgarian sport system, which produced
aninordinate number of Olympic medalists
during the 1980s. He swam at an elite level
and studied kinesiology and sports manage-
ment in the homeland before immigrating
to Canada in 1990. He coached in Bulgaria,
Richmond Hill, North York and Florida
before arriving in Stouftville.

“I have an extensive view of European
sport and North American sport,” he told
OTR. “It’s very uncommon in Canada”

He’s impressed by the Stouffville
swimmers.

“We’ve progressed a lot,” he said. “We’ll
have a far better year this year in compari-
son to last year. We’ll continue to grow the
performance, which is the ultimate goal.”

Swimmers, sporting the club’s purple and
white caps, train in one of four competitive
groups that matches and caters to their abil-
ities and ambitions. They swim three to six
times a week for 9o minutes at a time. Add
a one-hour dryland session to the weekly
schedule for most of them.

Club officials have high praise for offi-
cials at the Whitchurch-Stouftville Leisure
Centre pool who have “been working hard
to balance the community’s and the club’s
need for the pool.” But the lack of available
practice time has forced the club to rent
hours in neighbouring municipalities,
including Uxbridge and Markham.

“There is a very real need for a second
pool in Stouftville,” said club spokesperson
Antia Chen. “The town’s population is grow-
ing and with it comes increasing demand

for pool time for community lessons and
activities. At the same time, the club is
growing or wanting to grow — we want to
grow and build a team where local youths
can represent Stouffville at provincials and
even nationals. But that can’t be done with-
out pool time for these youths to train and
develop.”

The town’s Leisure Services Master Plan
calls for a second pool when the next recre-
ation centre is built.

Stouftville swimmers competed at meets
across the GTA last year, including events
at the Markham and Toronto Pan Am cen-
tres, the Magna Centre in Newmarket and
the Etobicoke Olympium. The pool at the
Leisure Centre is too short to host meets.

Two competitors represented the
club at provincials last year. Isaac Lau

SportsTown

with JIM MASON

CONTACT Jim Mason, jimmason905@gmail.com

competed in 50m freestyle, 100m butter-
fly, 100m freestyle and 100m breaststroke.
Paul Shortis swam in the 100m freestyle,
200m backstroke and 8oom freestyle.
For more information on the club, go to:
stouffvilleswimclub.com.

Coach Konstantin Danailov with members of the Whitchurch-Stouffville Swim Club during

an afternoon practice at the Leisure Centre.
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Stouffville receives 'strong mayor powers'

"l don't anticipate the need to ever use them" Mayor says in statement

Glenn Jackson, Contributor

Strong mayor powers. On August
21, the Province revealed that Stouffville,
along with 20 other municipalities in
Ontario, would be granted ‘strong mayor
powers.” This change was introduced in
alignment with the Province’s core focus
and pledge to boost housing availability by
1.5 million new homes by 2031.

In accordance with the recently revised
Municipal Act, ‘strong mayor powers’
grants mayors and other council leaders the
authority to propose their municipality’s
budget and endows them with the capacity
to veto local by-laws should they deem
them as potential hindrances to provincial
objectives, particularly in the domain of
housing development.

Mayors also have the authority to appoint
or remove municipal department directors
and other town managers. However, a
strong mayor can’t hire or dismiss the fire
chief, town clerk, deputy clerk or integrity
commissioner, among other roles.

During the Council meeting held on
October 18, and in a subsequent official
statement, Stouffville Mayor Iain Lovatt
detailed his plans for utilizing the newly
granted powers.

“I don’t anticipate the need to ever use
them.” Lovatt said. “I appreciate all of you

A

ABOVE: The Province of Ontario recently granted Stouffville Mayor lain Lovatt (left)
(seen with Councillors Richard Bartley and Keith Acton) 'strong mayor powers.' Under
the powers, Lovatt has authority over the Town's budget, the ability to dictate corporate
staffing policies and to veto town by-laws. In a statement Lovatt delegated a number of
those actions back to staff.

(council members) and the contribution
each of you make to the great team we are.”

At the meeting, Lovatt delegated
several powers back to staff.
Under the new powers, the Mayor has
the authority to appoint the Town’s
Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) and
the members of any Council-appointed
committees. Lovatt delegated them both
back to Council, as it was before the ‘strong
mayor powers’ were granted.

Lovatt also delegated to the CAO any
powers related to altering the corporate
organizational structure and hiring and
dismissing staff members.

One aspect of ‘strong mayor powers’
that mayors cannot delegate back to staff
is proposing the Town’s annual budgets.
In previous years, Stouffville staff would
create a proposed operating and capital
budget, which would then be deliberated
before Council over one or two days.
Council would then approve the budgets,
with corresponding tax levy increases.
Under ‘strong mayor powers, Lovatt will
direct staff to create the budget on his
behalf, after which council members
may contest individual items. After a
series of reviews, the Mayor will finalize
the operating and capital budgets for

This is a monthly column summarizing
recent Whitchurch-Stouffville Council
decisions. Subscribe to our eNewsletter
for more detailed information: eepurl.com/
cKPNg9

the following year. Mayor Lovatt will
circulate his budget to other council
members this year in mid-November.
The new budget structure, as defined by the
Province under ‘strong mayor powers, can
be found at: bit.ly/46EY2LM

Also under the new powers, the Mayor
may “.. direct municipal employees to
undertake research and provide advice
on policies/programs or carry out duties...
including implementing decisions.” Under
previous procedures, Council, as a whole,
could only dictate tasks to staff. This power
cannot be delegated.

All directives must be given in writing.
When such direction is given, the Mayor
must provide a written record of the
direction to the Clerk and CAO by the next
business day. In addition, the Mayor must
provide a written record to each Member
of Council and make them available to the
public.

All mayoral directives will be available
on the Town’s website at townofws.ca/
mayoral-decisions

To be granted ‘strong mayor powers,
Stouftville had to commit to the Province’s
Housing Pledge. On August 22, 2023, the
Province indicated that the Town had
been assigned a housing target of 6,500
new residential dwellings to be built by
2031. Council adopted this target at the
September 13 meeting. The pledge can be
found at: bitly/3Zzjtem. See the October
issue of OTR for more information about
Stouftville’s housing target.

COUNCIL MEETINGS:

Council meetings are either 9 a.m. or 7 p.m.
every other Wednesday at Town Hall in
Stouffville. Agendas at calendar.townofws.ca/
council. Listen live: townofws.ca/cmlivestream.
Live tweets: @ws_townhall

COMMUNITY NEWS

R townofws.ca O @wstouffville

RECREATION

Winter Registration:
Resident, November 28 at 12 p.m.
Nonresident, December 5 at 12 p.m.

Discover and register for winter camps and
other holiday programming townofws.ca/
playbook

MUSEUM

PA Day: Elves in the Workshop

Friday, November 17, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Calling elves of all kinds! Head out on a
holiday traditions tour of the heritage
buildings, decorate seasonal cookies, enjoy
hot chocolate and get crafty to start the
festive season! Pre-registration required at
townofws.ca/active using barcode 28924.
Ages 6-12, $70 per child.

43rd Annual Victorian Tea

Saturday, November 18, 11:30 a.m. &

1:30 p.m. seatings.

A delicious taste of Christmas past, featuring
a traditional catered tea and a festive tour of
the Museum'’s buildings! Please contact the
Museum at (905) 727-8954 or wsmuseum@
townofws.ca. All ages, $30+HST per ticket.

Candlelight Christmas

Saturday, December 9, 6 p.m.-9 p.m.
Decorated for the season, the Museum
comes to life with the traditions of Christmas
past! Join our costumed staff and volunteers
on this charming evening tour! Pre-
registration required at townofws.ca/active
using barcode 28935. All ages, $10 per child,
$15 per adult.

Museum Hours: Wed-Sat, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Bookings are open for education (virtual or
in-person), group tours, and various rentals

(including corporate and weddings).

For more information on these services,
contact (905) 727-8954 or wsmuseum@

@townofws X @townofws

OFFICIAL PLAN

The Final Draft of the new Town of
Whitchurch-Stouffville Official Plan will

be presented to Council on November 1,
2023, at 2 p.m. for potential adoption. After
Council approval, it will be submitted to the
Region of York for final approval. You can
find the Final Draft on our project webpage:
cometogetherws.ca/opr. The Council
Agenda and Staff Report will be available on
the Thursday before the Council meeting:
calendar.townofws.ca/council.

Visit cometogetherws.ca/opr for more
information. Thank you for your ongoing
participation in the Official Plan Review.

19 ON THE PARK THEATRE

Yuk Yuk’s On Tour!

November 10 is SOLD out but tickets are on
sale for Friday, February 16, 2024, 8 p.m.

19 on the Park

Three hilarious Yuk Yuk's comics performing
right here in Stouffville!

Bluesy Christmas

Friday, December 1, 2023, 7:30 p.m.

19 on the Park

An evening where longtime friends get
together and sing some of their (and your)
favourite Christmas songs, with a blues and
roots tinge.

DuffleBag Theatre's A Christmas Carol
Sunday, December 17, 2023, 2 p.m.
Ebenezer Scrooge hates Christmas time and
its spirit of giving. Join the interactive fun as
Ebenezer is whisked off on a journey through
past, present and future, showing him the
true meaning of the season. From Fezziwig
to Tiny Tim, all the favourites are included

in DuffleBag Theatre's exuberant version

of the Charles Dickens Yuletide classic!
Recommended for grades K-8.

For tickets, please visit tows.ticketpro.ca/
en/pages/19onthePark. For accessibility

NOVEMBER 2023

COUNCIL & PUBLIC
PLANNING MEETINGS

Agendas for Council and Public
Meetings will be available for review
on our website at 12 p.m. (noon) the
Thursday prior to the meeting.

Upcoming Council Meetings:
Wed. Nov. 1 -2 p.m. (Special)
Wed. Nov. 1-7 p.m.

Wed. Nov. 15-9 a.m.

Wed. Nov 29 - 9 a.m. (Budget)
Wed. Dec. 6-7 p.m.

Upcoming Public Meetings
(if required):
Wed. Nov. 22 -7 p.m.

Residents may watch the meeting live
online at townofws.ca/cmlivestream.

Anyone wishing to submit comments,
may write to the Town Clerk at
clerks@townofws.ca. Anyone
wishing to provide comments may
attend the meeting in-person at the
Municipal Offices, please contact the
Town Clerk at clerks@townofws.ca
for more information.

Follow all council meetings on
Whitchurch-Stouffville’s official council
Twitter account

@ws_townhall.

Join our Council E-Newsletter at: eepurl.
com/cKPNg9 and receive meeting
agendas and summary reports straight
in your inbox.

More information at
townofws.ca/council



ALY
From our Family to Yours
Wishing you and your family

a safe and Happy Holiday Season
and a very Happy New Year!
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T Sales Representative

Debbie White-Mills A SHELTER

Broker [
CALL US ANYTIME FOR YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.

Give the Gift of a
Radiant Smile with
Invisalign®!

THE CLEAR, CONFIDENT, AND COMFORTABLE
CHOICE FOR THE PERFECT HOLIDAY GLOW! 7

Experience Unmatched Results with our State-of-the-Art *
Digital Intra-Oral Scanning Technology.
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VISIT PERLA DENTAL AND SHINE BRIGHT THIS
HOLIDAY SEASON!

\" . . o o
3¢ invisalign

PORT PERRY UXBRIDGE STOUFFVILLE
905.985.4545 905.862.0101 905.591.6668 QL Ell=T ey el

5 High St., Port Perry 12 Bascom St., Uxbridge 6668 Main St., Stouffville $1 000 O F F

ON L9L IH8 ON L9P 13 ON L4A 7W9
portperry@perladental.ca uxbridge@perladental.ca stouffville@perladental.ca until December 31, 2023



